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Chionodes tragicella, a new species for the Belgian 
fauna (Lepidoptera: Gelechiidae) 
 
Willy De Prins 
 

Samenvatting. Chionodes tragicella, een nieuwe soort voor de Belgische fauna 
(Lepidoptera: Gelechiidae) 
Op 12 juli 2004 werd 1♀ van Chionodes tragicella (Heyden, 1865) waargenomen te Schoten 
(provincie Antwerpen). Dit is de eerste melding van deze soort uit België. De rups leeft op Larix. 
De soort is verspreid in Europa maar komt nooit talrijk voor. 

Résumé. Chionodes tragicella, une espèce nouvelle pour la faune belge (Lepidoptera: 
Gelechiidae) 
Le 12 juillet 2004 1♀ de Chionodes tragicella (Heyden, 1865) fut observée à Schoten (prov. 
d'Anvers). Il s'agit de la première mention de cette espèce en Belgique. La chenille vit sur Larix. 
L'espèce est distribuée en Europe mais n'est jamais commune. 
Key words: Chionodes tragicella – Belgium – faunistics – first record. 
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On 12 July 2004, 1♀ of Chionodes tragicella (Heyden, 1865) was observed 

in the domain Vordenstein at Schoten (Belgium prov. of Antwerpen), leg. L. 
Janssen (fig. 1). This is the first record of this species from Belgium. It is a 
rather large species (wingspan 17–22 mm) which can easily be recognized by its 
uniform greyish forewings. The black spots in the forewings may be indistinct 
and the two spots in the cell are sometimes confluent. 

Biology 
The larva lives from August till May of the next year on Larix (Huemer & 

Karsholt 1999: 139), preferably on Larix decidua (Elsner et al. 1999: 37), and its 
behaviour has been described in detail by Schütze (1931: 302–307). The adults 
fly from May till mid July. They prefer Larix forests or pine forests mixed with 
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Larix trees. In the domain Vordenstein, several Larix trees have been planted. 
The species has almost never been found in high numbers. 

 
Figs. 1–2. Chionodes tragicella (Heyden, 1865), 1.– Belgium, Antwerpen, Schoten, Domein 
Vordenstein, 12.vi.2004, leg. L. Janssen. 2.– The Netherlands, Twello, 19.v.1990, leg. J. Wolschrijn, 
beide ex. in coll. W. De Prins (Foto's: J. De Prins). 

Distribution 
C. tragicella occurs from West Europe till the Ural Mountains. The first 

specimen in the Netherlands was found in 1978 at Baarle-Nassau, in the 
province of Noord-Brabant close to the Belgian border. Later on several 
specimens were recorded from a few localities in the province of Gelderland 
(Kuchlein 1993: 272). Lhomme (1946–1963: 598) mentions the species in 
France only from the department Hautes-Alpes, where it was caught in a few 
localities. In Germany, the species is present in Bayern, Brandenburg, 
Niedersachsen, Sachsen, Schleswig-Holstein, and it was recorded before 1980 
from Baden-Württemberg, Nordrhein-Westfalen, and Thüringen (Gaedike & 
Heinicke 1999: 80). The species has not yet been recorded from the United 
Kingdom. 
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