Scrobipalpa proclivella (Lepidoptera: Gelechiidae), a
species new to Belgium
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Samenvatting. Scrobipalpa proclivella (Lepidoptera: Gelechiidae), een nieuwe soort voor
de Belgische fauna
Op 5 oktober 2007 werden enkele bladmijnen van Scrobipalpa proclivella (Fuchs, 1886) op
Artemisia absinthium gevonden te Lustin (Namur). Dit is de eerste vermelding van deze soort uit
Belgié.

Résumé. Scrobipalpa proclivella (Lepidoptera: Gelechiidae), une espéce nouvelle pour la
faune belge
Le 5 octobre 2007, quelques mines de Scrobipalpa proclivella (Fuchs, 1886) furent trouvées sur
Artemisia absinthium a Lustin (province de Namur). C'est la premiére observation de cette
espece en Belgique.
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A rather high number of leaf mines and full-grown larvae of Scrobipalpa
proclivella (Fuchs, 1886) on Artemisia absinthium were found on 05 October
2007 at Lustin (Province of Namur), leg. J.-Y. Baugnée (figs. 1-2). This rare
species has never been recorded from Belgium before (De Prins 1998, De Prins
& Steeman 2008).
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Fig. 1-2. Scrobipalpa proclivella (Fuchs, 1886), Belgium, Namur, Lustin, 06.x.2007, leg. J.-Y.
Baugnée; 1.— Mines on Artemisia absinthium; 2.— Full-grown larva (Photographs J.-Y. Baugnée).

The early stages of S. proclivella mine the leaves of Tanacetum vulgare,
Leucanthemella serotina, Artemisia absinthium, and A. vulgaris (Asteraceae)
(Sattler 1987, Karsholt & Nielsen 1987, Jansen 1999: 70, Elsner et al. 1999,
Povolny 2002). Afterwards the caterpillar lives between spun leaves of the same
plants. Pupation takes places in the larval feeding place or between leaf litter on
the ground (Fuchs 1886, Karsholt & Nielsen 1987). The pupa hibernates. There
are two generations annually; caterpillars may be found in May—June and in
September—October, adults are on the wing in April-May and in July—October
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(Sattler 1987, Elsner et al. 1999). The species prefers arid meadows (Elsner et
al. 1999).

The species is known in the Netherlands exclusively from the eastern part of
Noord-Brabant and Limburg, except for one old record from Utrecht (van
Nieukerken et al. 1993, Huisman & Koster 1996, 1998, Huisman et al. 2001). In
Germany, it has been recorded from eight Bundesldnder (Gaedike & Heinicke
1999). In France it is known from the Pyrenees and the Pyrénées-Orientales
(Lhomme 1946-1963). S. proclivella has not been recorded from the United
Kingdom yet.

S. proclivella has previously been recorded from Austria, Belarus, Bulgaria,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, and
Ukraine (Elsner et al. 1999, Povolny 2002, Karsholt 2007).
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